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Presentation Outline

● Current Conditions: Overview

○ Drought, Temperature, Precipitation, Soil Moisture, and Snow 

Water Equivalent

○ Streamflows

○ Reservoir Levels

○ Water Calls & Allocations

● Outlooks: Overview

○ Temperature & Precipitation

○ Wildfire Activity & Outlooks 

● Highlight of the Month:
○ Colorado River Compact Updates 

● Questions



Current Conditions



Large areas of Degradation in

Albany, Carbon, and Park

Counties with some

Improvements in central

Sheridan County along with

small areas in the southeast

US Drought Monitor for July 14th, 2026
(Released Thursday, July 16th, 2026)

Valid 8 a.m. EDT                  

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Drought Level Percentile

None >30.01

D0 (Abnormally Dry) 20.01 to 30

D1 (Moderate Drought) 10.01 to 20

D2 (Severe Drought) 5.01 to 10

D3 (Extreme Drought) 2.01 to 5

D4 (Exceptional Drought) 0 to 2

How are Drought categories assigned? 

https://youtu.be/45MQ1GB-uTc

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu


US Drought Monitor Change since Last 

Webinar 16 Jun 2025 to 14 Jul 2026)

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Drought Level Percentile

None >30.01

D0 (Abnormally Dry) 20.01 to 30

D1 (Moderate Drought) 10.01 to 20

D2 (Severe Drought) 5.01 to 10

D3 (Extreme Drought) 2.01 to 5

D4 (Exceptional Drought) 0 to 2

How are Drought categories assigned? 

https://youtu.be/45MQ1GB-uTc

Large areas of Degradation in

Albany, Carbon, and Park

Counties with some

Improvements in central

Sheridan County along with

small areas in the southeast

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu

One Year Ago                                                                           Today

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu


1-Year US Drought Monitor Change (15 Jul 2025 to 14 Jul 2026)



0.35%

https://www.wrds.uwyo.edu/drought/droughttimeline.html

45.01%

Wyoming Area Affected:  100% D0-D4 ; 99.65% D1-D4

http://www.wrds.uwyo.edu/drought/droughttimeline.html


14-Day Precipitation Percentile (02 Jul 2026 to 15 Jul 2026)

Above Median:

● Scattered areas of the 

Wind/Bighorn

● Areas of northeast

● Southeast

Below Median (Areas of Concern):

● West of the Divide

● Bighorns

● Winds

● Eastern Carbon County



90-Day Precipitation Percentile (17 Apr 2026 to 15 Jun 2026)

Above Median:

● VERY few scattered areas

Below Median (Areas of Concern):

● Most of Wyoming, far south 

(western) part of Wyoming closer 

to median



Standardized Precipitation Evapotranspiration Index 

60-Day 1-Year

https://drought.climate.umt.edu

30-Day



14-Day Departure from Normal 

Average Minimum Temperature
● Greatest departures above normal in the north +7-10F

● East of Laramie Range 2-5F above normal

● South Central and South West near normal

● Nighttime lows above freezing 

● West, Med Bow/Sierra Madre, Albany Co up to 50F

● Northeast Lows up to 65F

14-Day Average Minimum

Temperature (02 Jul to 15 Jul)



14-Day Average Maximum

Temperature (02 Jul to 15 Jul)

14- Day Departure from Normal 

Average Maximum Temperature

● Maximum Temperatures mostly above 60F

● 90s in Wind/Bighorn, much of northeast, Goshen/Platte

● Above normal statewide

● Greatest departures in the northeast >10F above 

normal

● Smallest departures in the southwest





Soil Moisture Percentile

https://www.wrds.uwyo.edu/Soil/Current_SoilMoisture_Ptile.html

Degradations in central Wyoming and the southeast.  

Improvement in the northeast, parts of the west, and 

Bighorn Basin

~Two Weeks Ago 15 Jul 2026



2-Week Soil Moisture Percentile Change

Degradations in central Wyoming and 

the southeast.  Improvement in the 

northeast, parts of the west, and 

Bighorn Basin



Vegetative Drought 

Response Index

https://www.wrds.uwyo.edu/drought/VegDRI-Current.html

Improvements in a few areas, most notably in southern 

central part of the state.

~Two Weeks Ago 12 Jul 2026



Current Streamflow Conditions 

https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/

Streamflow Status



Select WY 

Streamflows

https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/

North Fork Shoshone River, at Wapiti, WY

https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/


Select WY 

Streamflows

https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/

Middle Fork Powder River near Barnum, WY

https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/


Select WY 

Streamflows

https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/

North Platte River, ab Seminoe Res, near Sinclair WY

https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/


Select WY 

Streamflows

https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/

Green River at Warren Bridge, near Daniel, WY

https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/


Select WY 

Streamflows

https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/

Snake River above Reservoir, near Alpine, WY

https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/


Wyoming Reservoirs 

https://www.wrds.uwyo.edu/surface_water/teacups.html

Reservoir Storage
● Increases: Buffalo Bill, Fontenelle



Division 1

Josh DeBerard, 

532-1272

Division 2

David 

Schroeder, 

674-7012

WY SEO Divisions and Superintendents
Contact information for calls and administration

Division 4

Kevin Payne, 

279-3441

Division 3

Joshua 

Fredrickson, 

856-0747



WY SEO Divisions and Superintendents

Division 1: 

South Spring Creek: District 6, 1880



WY SEO Divisions and Superintendents

Division 2: 

Powder River: District 8, 2/21/1902

Big Goose Creek: District 4, June 1884 & 

October 1886



WY SEO Divisions and Superintendents

Division 3: 

Shell Creek: District 7, 11/18/1892

Cottonwood Creek: District 14, 11/11/1904



WY SEO Divisions and Superintendents

Division 4: 

No New Regulation since 6/6/2026



Weather Info & Forecasts



NWS Wyoming - Typical Hazard Calendar  

JAN MAR APR MAY AUG OCT NOV DECFEB JUNE JULY SEPT

Winter StormWinter Storm

Fire Weather 

River Flooding

Ice JamIce Jam

Severe Thunderstorm/Tornado

High WindHigh Wind

Fire 
Weather 

Flash Flooding



● Flow from the southwest will 

bring in widespread monsoonal 

moisture

● Numerous thunderstorms and 

rain showers over the region

○ Heaviest amounts across 

the west

○ Rainfall estimates are in the 

2 to 3 inch range

7-Day Total Precipitation Forecast
July 16 - July 23

https://bit.ly/7_dayQPForecast

https://bit.ly/7_dayQPForecast


8-14 Day Outlook
(Jul 23 - Jul 29)

https://bit.ly/CPC8_14Day

● Lean toward warmer than average except the 

northeast corner which is showing near normal
● Interactive Version: 

cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/interactive/index.php

● Leaning toward wetter than normal

https://bit.ly/CPC8_14Day
http://cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/interactive/index.php


1 Month Outlook
(August)

cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/

● Primarily showing equal chances of below, at 

or above normal so climatology is the best 

forecast.

● Sliver in the northeast leaning to below

● Leaning toward wetter than normal (more robust 

monsoon possible)

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/


3 Month Outlook
(Aug, Sep & Oct)

https://bit.ly/CPC_Seasonal

● Lean toward warmer than normal across the 

southwest half

● Equal chances of below, at or above normal for 

the northeast half. Climatology is the best forecast

● Lean toward wetter except a small sliver across the 

north. (more robust monsoon possible)

https://bit.ly/CPC_Seasonal


Wildfire Activity & Outlooks



Wildland Fire Potential and Outlook

● Fuel Moisture Content
○ A key contributor to fire behavior along with weather and topography. 

Measures the amount of water in a fuel, expressed in a percentage of 

the dry weight.

○ Dead Fuels-1-hr, 10-hr, 100-hr, 1000-hr

○ Live fuels

● Fuel loading
○ Amount of fuel available to burn

○ Live and dead fuels

● Energy Release Component - ERC
○ Index that measures heat per unit (in BTUs). ERC’s increase with drier 

fuel conditions and reflect both the energy available from both live and 

dead fuels, serving as an indicator of potential fire danger and 

intensity.



Understanding Fuel Moisture Time-Lag Classes (Dead Fuels)

What the “Hours” Actually Mean

● Time-lag = how long it takes a dead fuel to adjust 63% toward the surrounding air’s moisture.

Fuel Classes

1-Hour Fuels

● Tiny fuels: grasses, leaves, twigs < ¼".

● Adjust 63% in 1 hour → respond instantly to humidity & wind.

10-Hour Fuels

● Small sticks ¼–1".

● Adjust 63% in 10 hours → respond over a day/night cycle.

100-Hour Fuels

● Branches 1–3".

● Adjust 63% in 100 hours (~4 days) → reflect multi-day drying trends.

1000-Hour Fuels

● Logs > 3".

● Adjust 63% in 1000 hours (~41 days) → tied to long-term drought & seasonal moisture.

Wildland Fire Potential and Outlook



Wildfire Activity & Outlooks

Wildland Fire Potential and Outlook



Wildfire Activity & Outlooks

Wildland Fire Potential and Outlook



Wildfire Activity & Outlooks

Wildland Fire Potential and Outlook



Live Fuel 

Moisture 

Conditions

Wildland Fire Potential and Outlook



Wildland Fire Potential and Outlook



Wildfire Activity

https://inform.firenet.gov/inspector/incidents

Wildfire activity 2025 vs 2026 to Jan 1-July 16

https://inform.firenet.gov/inspector/incidents
2025 2026



https://sbd.wyo.gov/wildfire-recovery-resources



Highlight of the Month:
Colorado River Compact Updates



• Colorado River Compact – 1922 
– Upper Basin – 7.5 million acre-feet (MAF)
– Lower Basin – 7.5 MAF

(plus 1 million acre-feet from tributaries)
– Apportions “beneficial consumptive use”

• Mexican Water Treaty – 1944 
– Allocates 1.5 MAF to Mexico

• Upper Colorado River Basin Compact – 1948 
– Arizona – 50,000 AF 
– Remainder of 7.5 MAF apportioned between the Upper 

Division States:
• Colorado – 51.75%
• New Mexico – 11.25%
• Utah – 23% 
• Wyoming – 14% 

– Created the Upper Colorado River Commission

• Arizona v. California Decree – 1964
– Arizona – 2.8 MAF
– California – 4.4 MAF
– Nevada – 300,000 AF









Only about 1.5 
MAF above 3,500’



53



~2.10 

MAF

~3.2 

MAF

The decline in inflow 

from March to April 

increased the “hole” 

to get to 3,500’ to ~2.1 

maf 

DROA releases alone

were insufficient  to 

protect 3,500’

Additional actions per 6.E 

were necessary



2026 Drought Response Actions

• Additional storage releases from the Upstream Initial Units under DROA: 

• Flaming Gorge: Release about 660,000 acre-feet to about 1 million acre-feet of 
additional water between April 2026 and May 2027 (DROA Year)

• Blue Mesa (Aspinall Unit): No uncontracted water available; will reevaluate in water 
year 2027

• Navajo Reservoir: No uncontracted water available; will reevaluate in water year 2027

• Section 6(E) of the 2024 SEIS Record of Decision

• Reclamation will consider all tools that are available during the interim period to avoid 
Lake Powell elevation declining below 3,500 feet.

• “the Secretary shall begin planning to reduce releases, as needed, to not less than 6.0 
maf from Lake Powell in the Water Year to maintain an elevation of 3,500 feet.” 

• The 2026 Lake Powell release was set at 7.48 maf by the 2007 Interim Guidelines.

• On April 23, Reclamation reduced Lake Powell releases to 6 maf.

55







Thank you!
The University of Wyoming is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution.

Tony Bergantino
WRDS & State Climate Office

antonius@uwyo.edu

The Wyoming Conditions 

Monitoring Team (WCMT) 

organized and hosted this webinar. 

The WCMT is a collaborative effort 

of state, federal, tribal, and 

university partners that monitor 

conditions & impacts throughout the 

state on a weekly basis – and 

communicate this information to the 

U.S. Drought Monitor among 

others.

Learn more at: 

https://drought.wyo.gov

Aaron Fiaschetti
USGS

afiaschetti@usgs.gov

Callie Surber
UW Extension

csurber@uwyo.edu

Joseph Duncan
State Engineer's Office

joseph.duncan@wyo.gov

Jamie Ellington
Wildland Fire Service
jellington@blm.gov

Jeff Cowley
State Engineer’s Office
jeff.cowley@wyo.gov

Geri Swanson
NOAA National Weather Service

geri.swanson@noaa.gov

mailto:antonius@uwyo.edu
https://drought.wyo.gov/
mailto:afiaschetti@usgs.gov
mailto:wkelley1@uwyo.edu
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